
Instructor-specific Supplemental Information

Drop Dates

Victor Valley College instates student drop dates for specific reasons. State Budget and fair enrollment for students are good examples. If you are sitting in a chair in this class, you should consider yourself lucky. Enrollment has dramatically increased over recent years, even though the budget provided by the state has been cut. 

The census that is conducted by the college each semester determines how the college receives budget. So there are three important types of drop dates. 1) Dropping with a refund, which occurs before the census, and no grade or record of enrollment in the course appears on the student’s transcripts. 2) Dropping and receiving a refund, which occurs before the census date, and receive a “W” on the student’s transcript. 3) Dropping without a refund, with a “W” grade, on the student’s transcripts. “W” stands for “withdrawal from the course”, indicating that a student remained in a course for a considerable amount of the semester and dropped for whatever reason. A “W” can be interpreted by transferring institutions in differently, and only they can tell you whether the “W” is preferred over a “D” or “F” grade. 

Remaining enrolled in the course after the drop with “W” date makes it such that the student CANNOT ENROLL IN THE SAME COURSE IN THE SUBSEQUENT SEMESTER, and must wait at least one full semester term to be able to re-enroll. This allows FAIR ENROLLMENT for students that have not yet had an opportunity to attempt the course to enroll over students that have already had their turn. Students that remain enrolled in the course after the drop with “W” date WILL NOT be added to the course the following semester by the instructor if they do not pass. DO NOT ASK. Yes, life happens sometimes and it is not always possible to perform your best, which is why there are drop dates. Consider carefully your progress in the course. If you do not feel that you will receive a passing grade, it is recommended that you drop the course so that you may enroll the subsequent semester.

Success, Retention, etc.

Believe it or not, the college must provide annual data in regards to the progress of their students in the form of statistics, and these reports serve several important purposes. The best reason, in my opinion, is good practice, serving to allow the college constituents to analyze their strengths and weaknesses and continually improve on our performance.

Aside from good practice, California community colleges must maintain their accreditation from WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges) and ACCJC (Accrediting Commission for Community  and Junior Colleges) so that degrees awarded to it’s students are valid and actually have meaning. All kinds of statistics are considered, including success rates, retention rates, transfer rates, etc. In addition, these are also provided to the community since the college receives state funding and it is only right that the tax paying citizens of California knows how we are doing.

The college has had a long-standing policy that instructors have the capability to drop students for missing more time in hours than there are units for the course (example: if a student misses more than five hours of a class that is worth five units, the instructor may drop them). This policy is intended to serve a few important purposes: 1) prevent intrusive disruption of class time by habitual tardiness of students from those whom are trying to learn (and those whom are trying to teach); 2) To help ensure maximum success in the classroom- students that attend their classes consistently are more equipped to do well, and students that are tardy or absent on a regular basis do poorly. NOTE: if you are dropped by an instructor, a “W” grade is recorded on the transcript regardless of when in the semester it occurs. If the instructor drops a student and the student refuses to leave the classroom, the case is referred to Academic Affairs.

In recent years, college enrollment has skyrocketed, and there is no need to try to keep our classrooms full; in fact we struggle to be able to accommodate the growing population. The school’s drop policy will be vigorously pursued in attempt to provide the best possible learning environment in the classroom in attempt to increase the college’s success. If you know that you will be absent for a LEGITIMATE reason, contact the instructor to avoid being dropped from the course.

Letters of Recommendations

Letters of recommendation will be considered for students that receive an “A” or “B” grade in the course, and only if the student is respectful and courteous to their instructor and fellow students. Also, letters of recommendations WILL NOT be written within two weeks of the end of the semester and the instructor must be given a minimum of two weeks to write the letter. If you are considering applying to a program, plan accordingly when considering asking for a letter of recommendation. A letter of recommendation may be considered for a student that receives a “C” grade IF there is compelling reason to write one, such as concurrent enrollment in other courses, extraneous work schedule while enrolled, death in the family, etc. These students must provide an argument for their case, as well as supporting evidence.


